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ABSTRACT :

Growth of agriculture is very important for the developing country like India. Because
agriculture plays an important role in generating employment potential in rural areas. Solapur is an
important agricultural area in Maharashtra. The irrigation development in this area has witness at
significant change in the last two decade sugarcane, fruit, oil seeds, dairy farming, etc are grown from
last two decade. Sugarcane is very important cultivation in this command area ofUjjani project.
Agricultural development is main object of this project. In this command area per hectare productioniis

increased irrigation from last two decade because “
of increased irrigation facilities in this command
area. For the present investigation an attempt is to
the growth of agricultural cultivation in this region.

KEY WORDS: employment, decade, impact
command.

INTRODUCTION :
Agriculture is backbone of Indian economy.
Every human activity is related to agriculture direct
or indirect. In Maharashtra Solapur district is also
one of the agricultural district which is coming under drought prone area of Maharashtr. This region is
generally experiences semi arid climate, characterized by monsoon conditions. The average summer
maximum temperature is 430Cwhile average winter minimum temperature is 170C. The entire district
is rain shadow there fore it is poor condition of irrigation in this command area in eight month viz.
October to May. In this region Ujjani project is given boost to develop the agriculture and way of life
survival in thiscommand area of Ujjani project.
Objectives: The present study aims of growth of agricultural development in Ujjani command
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area of solapur district. The object of the study is also showing the change of the major agricultural
practices.

DATABASE AND METHODOLOGY:

The data for present study have been obtained from secondary data. This data regarding canal
liftirrigation area have been obtain from published and unpublished report of irrigation, department of
agriculture office. The collected data have been processed and presented through tables and maps.

STUDY REGION:
The district of solapur lies entirely in the Bhima-Sina Man river basin of Maharashtra state.
Bhimais tributary of river Krishna butin Maharashtra Bhima basin is separate

LOCATION MAFP
SOLAPUR DISTRICT

| ndia | | Maharashia

command area. The solapur district is bounded by 17°5’ N latitude to 18°32’ N latitude and 74°42’ E
longitude to 76°15’ E longitude.The total command area of this region is covering 12356 Sq.kms. from
Pandharpur, Malshiras. Mohol, Madha, North Solapur, South Solapur, Akkalkot and Mangalwedha
tahsil. All over thisregionis very flat into shape and famous for fertile black soils. Climate of this region is
favourable for variety of agriculture. In view of this the study of this command area of solapur district
has been unmdertaken for the research paper.

DISCUSSION:

Development of agriculture in command area of Ujjani irrigation irrigation project is the main
object of construction of his project. Before the Ujjani project this command area has face varies
problems related irrigation. This region is depended upon rainfall. But after construction of this project
cenario of this region is completely changed. The maximum canal and sub canal chanles changes are
constructed in this command area. The land of this irrigation is completely plain by Government with

Available online at www.lsrj.in 2



GROWTH OF AGRICULTURE IN COMMAND AREA OF UJJANNI PROJECT IN SOLAPUR DISTRICT

the help of Gada. This department develop the land in various plain systems. This irrigation is irrigated
by perennial as well as by eight monthly cropping system.

Table No.1
Solapur Distirct
Irrigation by canal and lift irrigation in study region

Sr. | Name of Canal Length (km) | By Perennial By Eight Total Area
No. Pattern Agri mo nthly (in Hect)
in hect cropping
(length in (length km)
Km)
1 | Ujjani Left Canal 126 29830 126 29830
2 | Ujjani Right Canal 112 44100 132 51800
3 | Begampur Branch 34 10135 55 17695
4 | Kurul Branch 38 8190 65 14890
5 | Mohol-Karmala Canal 65 20685 170 33585
6 | Lift Irrigation - 8500 - 34883
Backwater
Total 121440 548 182683

The Bhima Ujjani irrigation project has been divided into five canal i.e.Ujjani left canal which is
126 kms length Ujjani right canal 132 kmsBegampur branch 55 kms, Kurul Branch 65 Kms, Mohol-
Karmala canal 170 kms. The total perennial cropping area is 121440 kms and by eight monthly irrigation
is observed 182683 hect.

In 1986 the Government of Maharashtra adopted eight monthly cropping pattern to external
the maximumiirrigation facilitiesin command area.

Table No.2
Solapur District
Talukawise irrigated area in command area by flow (canal) system

Sr. | Tahsil No of beneficial Area under Percentage

No. villages Irrigation (hect)
1 | Madha 20 3280 222
2 | Pandharpur 73 34454 23.31
3 | Mohol 56 38663 26.16
4 | Mangalwedha 36 25912 17.53
5 | Malshiras 16 7054 477
6 | North solapur 23 10985 7.43
7 | South Solapur 22 18412 12.46
8 | Akkalkot 18 9040 6.12

264 147800 100

Source: ANote onscope and status at the Bhima Irrigation Project Development Pune. 2005 Pp-01
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With long experience of gambling of agricultural production with monsoon, this command area
is given boost to growing new cash crops which are alternative to traditional agriculture. It is observed
that (table No.2) maximum beneficiaries area is in Pandharpu, Mohol and Mangalwedh tahsil. Out of
264 beneficiaries villages 165 villages are (67%) from this three tahsils. Total area is benifical 99029
hect. From this three tahsils. Effect of this in this tahsil maximum concentration of sugar cane is
observed and maximum sugar factories are located in this command area. This region is one of the best
irrigated and new enovative cultivable area in solapur district.

CONCLUSION:

The forging study reveals that besides suitable agro-climate condition the command area of
Ujjani project have played a dominant role in the adoption the new cropping pattern in study region.
Favourable irrigation department policy reliable location is other contributions factors responsible for
wide growth of agriculture in this region.
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