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THEMATIC CONCEPT IN THE NOVELS OF MULK

RAJ ANANAD

Nagendrappa Nanda

Research Scholar, Dept.of English , Gulbarga University Gulbarga.

ABSTRACT

Thenowelsof Mulk RajAnand
within their complex of thematic
structure and techniques invite
immensepossibilitiesof explorations
and insights. Apart from the
countless number of studies
undertaken on Mulk RajAnand,the
-~ ———| thematic aspectsof his nowels, even
Nagendrappa Nanda | in their traditional classifiaion offer

r

multiple interpretations and
insights. Man and society form a
variegated fabric of life. Within the
complicated structure of societylie
the joys and sorrows of man. Mulk
Raj Anand with his exposue to
various social theories and
philosophies has incessantly
attempted to presert a just and
righteous vision of life. His nowvels
dealwith socio-eonomicaspectf
life. As a progressive writer
sympahising with the Sawa hara
(the deprived classof society) Mulk
RajAnandenvisionsa world of love
and human concern. The most
signifiant event in the hisory of
Indianfiction in the 1930swas the
appeaanceonthe sceneof its major
trio, Mulk RajAnand,R.K. Narayan
and RajaRao.Mulk RajAnand,the
eldeg of the three has been the
mog prolific. He derives his fervent
sociali$ faith and his vision of a

modernegalitariansociety In this paper | have taken hisfive seleced Nowls-Untouchable,Coolie,
Two LeavresandaBud, TheBigHeartandTheRoadwhichformsafictionalchroniclein whichheeclectic
humanismandhishumanitariancompassiorfor the underdogor persigent themesandmotifs.

KEYWORDS :Caseism confrontation, culminae, exploitation, hypocrig, humiliaion, identity and

modernity.
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THEMATIC CONCEPT IN THE NOVELS OF MULK RAJ ANANAD

INTRODUCTION:

The vision of MulkrajAnands novels which portrayed different chamacters. The essenceof
literature is to attainimmortality with a strongbaseof humanism.Soan artist or scholarcan build a
citadelof peaceandbeautyuponthis earth by skillfullyblendingthe literary valuesandhumanvalues
together with invisiblethread of love (towards man and woman). SoAnandis called an exuberant
nowelig ashefulfilled thismissiorthroughhisliterature.

Which sandas ymbolic figuresepreserting varbussocial evildike caseism, classonflicts,
religiousbigotry andhypocrig, exploitation of the poor by therich, persigent popularsupestitions,
confrontation betweentraditionandmodernity, qued for idertity, seachfor freedometc everlading
featuresinthe Indiansociety Theefore the recurrent themesof Anandhave attractedthe attention of
the readess for critical analgis and commerand finda prominert place inevery critical sudy of his
nowels.

Literature in general and novel in particular fulfil a dual duty of reflecting and shapingthe
societyat the sametime. MulkrajAnandalaureae by humanitypreseris aphotographicpicture of the
societyshowingasit isandasasociakeformershowsthe seedsf humanisntfor the betterment of the
society ThusAnandbemmesthe first Indo- AnglianNowelig to give newandcontemporary themes—
the socio-eonomicproblem confronting the underdogsof the Indiansociety Sohe derivesthemes
not onlyfromhismemaoryofthe pad but alsofromthetopicalevents of histime.

Anand bringgo limeligh the problemof the pariahs andhe undedogs ether than theelect
and sophigicated into the realm of fiction and thus ventured into a territory that had
beenlagelyignoed till then by Indianwriters (lyengar p.333).Asa true artist MulkrajAnandholds
mirror upto ndure asa result of whichthis noves$ vividlyreflect the pressues andperplexities ofthe
societyandtime. Asanon-belie\er of the principle‘art for art’ssale’ Anandhadadifferent but strongly
view of fiction. Thepresert study affirms that Anands sympahy lies with the poor becuseof his
unpollutedlove forthem.

1. Untouchability— A Touchstone to Humanity

Thecade system is an indigenousphenomenonin India but the classsystem hasuniversal
dimensionsAnandfindsthe stratification of societyon the basisof cage system.Hetriesto create in
thereadesanurgent awarenessUntouchablasasathingindictmert of Hindusocietyandironyisthe
weaponofthisindictmert.

‘Untouchable’isuniquein se\eral aspectsAnandselectaparticularuntouchableboy Bakhaas
the protagonis of untouchableandselectiely narratescertaininciderts that happento himin aday’s
spanand suggeds the impactthey have an effecting a gradualgrowth of the boy's personalityand
producingin him anacute awarenesof hislow socialstatus andthe possibleway out of the situation.
Thechamacter of BakhaalsoillustratesAnandsconceptof work asworship,hisbelief in dignityof labor
andthe importanceof dewelopingman’s personalityasawhole.Infact,Bakhas day downto the harsh
toneof hisfather’'sabusesntendedto whip himupto work.Heisofficiallyin-chage of the threerowsof
publiclatrinesof the colony. Heoccupieghe centerof the stage throughoutthe nowel.

Bakhadeclinesthe offer of Chrigian compassionas a solution to his prediamert. He
understandsthe statemert of missionaryisthat Chrig ‘sacrificechimselfto helpusall for the richand
the poor, for Bahminandthe Bhaugi Bakhasimpressedythe Gandhijsspeechandthe thoughtthat
Gandhiisontheir side,strengh comesto hisdemoralizd soul. TheMahama seemso have touched
the mog intimate cornersof Bakhas soulandthe youngmanisspellbound.Soit isnot surprisinghat
Bakhastands head andshouldes abowe asvery epibme of human qualies. Thecherisheddreamof
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Anand and the purpose of nowel is filled by the untouchability act of 1955 was passedby the
Gowernmert of India.

2. Cooile—The Childhood - Oppression

‘Munoo’isthe child-hewo of collie whoiscruellyvictimizd andforcedto suffer mainlybecause
of wicked propensitiesof the adult world the protagoni$ Munoo, is an orphanmowesfrom placeto
placefromthevillageto the town,fromthe townto the cityandthento the mountainsthroughavideo
visionof the varied scenesand sights of India,in seach of livelihood driven by hunger till he finally
meetswith hisdoom. Theadwentures ae preserted ina pi@resque mannerthe orphanboyis nota
roguebutthe victimof world’srogueriesThechainof incidertsisjoinedtogether keepingMunooasits
unifyingfigure. It succeed# rousingthe readershumanefeelingfor the poorandthe oppressed

The nowel portrays the trials, tribulations and humiliaion of Munoo, an orphanedboy of
fourteen.Initsinclusivenessandsugedivenesghe one-word title choserfor the noveliscomparable
to the title of untouchable.Poverty which gives birth to exploitation is the root causeof Manoos
tragedy. Bven in seach for breadto him in a world where poor mans flesh and blood is treated as
cheapethanbread,makeshimreglessandforceshimmowvefromplaceto placeandfinallyfallintothe
clutchesof death. Munooismadeto passhroughdiversesituaions,asadomedic servant inanurban
middle classfamilyof Nathoo Ramin ShamNagar, asachildlabourer in asmallpicklefactory andasa
cooliestrugglingfor workinthe citymarket in Dauldpur, asaworkerin acotton millinBombg andasa
rickshawpullerin Shimla.

Coolieportrays the tribulations of cooliesin a class-riddersociety In Bombg poverty and
hunger are to be withesson an even larger dimension.At Sir Geoge White’s cotton mills — the
unsciertific workingconditionsthe wicked creditorsthe tyrannial foremantreat the Indianlabourers
like animals. Coolitakes usa guided tour of Inth where we @me ino cortact with the people who
have plenty of appetite but no food to eat aswell aspeoplewho have plenty of food who have no
appetite; the rich who are redlesson their Dunlopbedsas well asthe wretched oneswho enjoy
peacdul sleeponthe bedof stoneslapandpillow of daugher of Thakur Singhwould marryLachman,
andthat Maladaugtter of DhooliSinghwould marry SajnuWhenthe roadis clearlybuilt, Bhiku who
hasto be regardedasthe protagonis of this novel, walks out of the village becauseheisinsulted and
slappedby the belligerent Sajnuand makes his way towards digant Delhi,where, he hopes,there
wouldnotbeanydiscrimindion inthe nameof cagesandoutcads.

3.TheRoad

Thus The Rad’ is arextensionof ‘untouchable’ apart fom the themaic similarityinciderts,
situation andchamacters.If untouchablasanowel of struggle,' TheRoad’isanowel of achiexemert. The
condruction of the road despit obdructions is nothing but an optimigic approach towards the
eradication for the eviluntouchability For its more profoundthought, content, actionandhumanism
‘TheRbad’iscertainlyoneofthe Anandsfines works.

4.Two leavesand ABud

Thistitle in reality standsin sharpcontrad to the tragicclashanddediniesbetweenthe Indian
Coolies andhe Britishmager andtheir sycophants.It is alsosymbolic ofthe coolies whare alsoas
defenselesssthe leavesandthe budthat caneasilybe pluckedandcrushed Andthisdefencelessness
makesthem apray to the tyranny of power, greedandexploitation underthe Britishcolonialrule. The
centralthemeof the nowelisthe expositionof the ill-treatment of thousandsof wretchedlabourersat
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the handsof ahandful,selfishandarrogant Britishplantersandtheir sycophantson largeteaegatesin
thethickhill fores areaof Assam.

Two leavesandaBud’isessettially adramatic novel that culminaesin atragicclashof interes
of dedinieswhereinwhat isbright isjust out andwhat isdarktriumphs.Anandsnowelsparticularlythe
early ones, presert the eternal clashbetween the opposies, his chamacter usuallyfall under two
categories, namely the rulex and the ruled, thexploiters and the &ploited, the oppession and the
oppressed.Hence, he adds a third category called, ‘Socialcommertators’ who stand for liberty,
equality and fraternity. Cioft-cooke, the mercilessmanager of the plantation, the arrogant and
lustyReggie Hint, his deputy manager andBerbarrepresert Britishimperialigic exploiters. Both the
British and Indian exploiters nurture the same. Pre-judice againg the Indian coolies and their
utterancescontribute to the Eag-wed tensionin the nowvel. ThelndiansycophantSubodinatesare no
less intheir exploitative measures mex, compassion anduman qualities inthe heartof the honey
tonguedvillain Buta Ramare conspicuousby their absencefor a handful of silver he becomesan
acomplishin the crimeof exploitation of oppressionby trappinghisown-fellowmenin the incapable
sameof deah. BabuShasiBhushanBttacharaisanotherindianwho joinshandswithButa Ram His
heartlessandunsympahetic natureisexposedvhenhedemandghe commissiorfromGang.

Theauthor’s socialcriticismon the evilsof capitalismpreserted through Narin is free from
artificialityandit hasnoenervating effectonthe nowvel. AnandportraysNarainconvincinglybut bedoes
not provideenoughfleshandbloodto JohndelaHasreaandBarban. Theyare robotsoperated by the
author. Theyare given extreme benewlenceasif to strike a balancewith the extreme malewlence
given to the British plants. The portraying of Englishchaacters in his nowvel is a signthat he has
underminedthe credibility of hischamcterization. Anandsown confessiorgivenin the ‘preface’to the
semnd edition is an evidenceto his chalacterization i.e. “| confessthat asl got into the book | was
biasedin favour of my Indianchaiactersandtendedto caricature the Englishmenand Englishwomen
whoplay suchavital partinthisbook”.

Anandsdirizesthe capitalig conceptof lookingat the poor workers asmere toolsor worse
even asbeags of burden and usingthem aseconomicunits for their own selfishends.Howeer his
artistic control slaclens,particularlyin two leavesandaBud,becauseof the intrusionof hisideologi@l
preoccupaionsthoughheappeasasawriterwith anaxeto grindthe sociakvils.

SUMMATION:

In summingup Anands thematic concernsasshown inhisfirst/thr ee novelsi.e. untouchable
coolie, two leares and &ud, the Rad, the vilages is nadoubt adisclose of dact tha literary works
have the power to moe theworld to compassion and kindnedde isable to bring new maer, new
style,newtechnigue andnewattitudesto Indo-Angliarfiction. Hemodernizdthe Indiannovel by

hiscreation of protagoniss fromthe pariahsandthe under-dogsvho hadnot beenallowedto
enter the saced precincts of the nowel. His interpretation of India is basedon realism as his
protagoniss are basedonrealchalacterswith whomhefreelymixedfor play andfriendship payingno
attention totheir cage,classorcreed.

Thefirst malpracticeAnandhasattackedasasocialkriticisthe cage system,whichin the words
of RajaRamMohanRoy is, “the supremeroot of all our socialevils” andit is preserted throughthe
painfulexperiencesvithin asingledayin the life of anuntouchableboy, Bakha.

Anandssemndandthird novels'Coolie;  Two leavesanda Bud’are directed towardsthe evils
of classsystem whichis a greaer evil than cage system. Coolieis a nowel of the poor andthe down
trodden, the misery of poverty is preserted through an orphan boy. Two leaves and a Bud gives
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expressiorto the unendinganguishof teaplantation labourersunderextremelyselfishBritishmaders
who trea the male folk amongthe labouters asbondedslases and their women and daugtters as
objectsof sexual gratification. Thenowel is a powerful crusadeagaind imperialismand capitalidic
exploitation. Anandpleadsin ‘TheBigHeart for indudrialization with caution. Theprotagonis of the
nowvel ‘Anarta’ is modelled as the author's ‘real life appliation’ that helps him to bringout the
protagonis’s perfectionsandimperfections.Thetheme of tradition versusmodernitywhichformsa
culturalconflictinthe novelisconvincinglyportrayed.

Anandhasfelt concernedwith all those countless millions of Indian societywho have been
oppressed, repressed, dispossesseddisinheried, defrauded, downtrodden, discriminded and
dehumanied in the name of cas, class,ealigion ace et in all his nosls. He Besses the needf a
humanigic approachto life. Hisnowvelsexposethe silert passionghat burst in the heartsof the people
whoare forbiddento riseup andexpressthemsehes.Hisaimisto evoke generosityandcompassionn
the mindsofthe privilegedsectionof society
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