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ABSTRACT

Contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction reflects the dynamic
socio-cultural, political, and economic transformations of modern
India. This study explores how contemporary Indian writers in English
navigate themes of identity, migration, urbanization, gender, and
globalization, revealing the evolving narrative strategies that redefine
the representation of Indian society. The research examines a corpus ‘
of selected short stories, highlighting shifts from traditional realist e )
narratives to experimental forms that interrogate historical memory, T | ot s e |
cultural hybridity, and personal consciousness. Through close textual \ge—. m,\w;“‘
analysis, the study identifies recurring motifs such as diasporic N
experiences, the negotiation of tradition and modernity, intergenerational conflict, and the challenges of
postcolonial urban life. It also investigates how contemporary short fiction engages with issues of
marginality, caste, and gender politics, reflecting broader societal changes while experimenting with
narrative structure, perspective, and temporal sequencing. The findings suggest that Indo-Anglian short
fiction has evolved into a site for articulating complex, multilayered realities of modern India, blending
local and global sensibilities. This research underscores the thematic richness and formal innovation of
contemporary Indian English short stories, offering insights into the ways writers negotiate cultural
identity, social change, and the pressures of modernity within the literary landscape.
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INTRODUCTION

Contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction occupies a central space in Indian English literature,
reflecting the multifaceted transformations occurring in modern India. The short story, as a literary
form, has evolved from traditional realist narratives to embrace experimental techniques that explore
the complexities of contemporary life. Writers in the Indo-Anglian tradition engage with social, cultural,
political, and economic changes, addressing issues such as urbanization, migration, globalization,
gender dynamics, and the negotiation of tradition and modernity. Modern India presents a landscape of
rapid societal shifts, including the expansion of urban spaces, technological advancement, and the
increasing influence of global cultural flows. Indo-Anglian short fiction captures these realities by
foregrounding the experiences of individuals and communities navigating these changes. Themes of
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identity, diaspora, intergenerational conflict, and marginality are central to contemporary narratives,
reflecting the tensions between historical memory, cultural heritage, and evolving modern
consciousness. Thematic exploration in contemporary short fiction is closely intertwined with narrative
experimentation. Writers employ multiple perspectives, nonlinear structures, fragmented timelines,
and innovative language to depict the complexities of Indian society. This evolution highlights a shift
from merely representing social realities to interrogating them, offering nuanced insights into the
human condition within a transforming nation. By analyzing these thematic and formal
transformations, this study aims to illuminate how contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction negotiates
the interplay between individual experiences and broader societal changes, positioning the short story
as a critical lens through which modern India is narrated and understood.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
Aim

To examine the thematic transformations in contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction and
analyze how modern Indian writers navigate social, cultural, and personal complexities through their
narratives.

Objectives

1. Thematic Exploration

Identify and analyze recurring themes in contemporary Indo-Anglian short stories, including identity,
migration, urbanization, globalization, gender, caste, and intergenerational conflict.

2. Narrative Techniques

Examine the narrative strategies employed by writers, such as nonlinear timelines, multiple
perspectives, experimental language, and formal innovations.

3. Socio-Cultural Context

Explore how contemporary short fiction reflects and critiques societal transformations in modern India,
including shifts in urban life, globalization, and cultural hybridity.

4. Representation of Marginality

Investigate how marginalized voices, including women, lower-caste communities, and diasporic
individuals, are portrayed and how these narratives engage with issues of power and identity.

5. Comparative Analysis

Compare thematic and stylistic patterns across selected writers to identify trends, divergences, and the
evolution of the short story form in the Indo-Anglian literary context.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The study of Indo-Anglian short fiction has evolved alongside the trajectory of Indian English
literature, with early scholarship treating the short story as a nascent form and later work recognizing
its distinct aesthetic and cultural significance. Early critical attention (Krishnaswamy, 1970s-1980s)
situated Indian English short fiction within postcolonial frameworks, emphasizing the negotiation of
identity and resistance to colonial narratives. These foundational studies highlighted how early
practitioners such as R. K. Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand, and Raja Rao employed the short story to
articulate localized experiences while grappling with national identity in the aftermath of colonial rule.
With the liberalization of the Indian economy in the 1990s and the attendant cultural shifts, Indo-
Anglian short fiction underwent notable thematic and formal transformation. Scholars like Meenakshi
Mukherjee and P. K. Rajan drew attention to post-1990s narratives that increasingly reflected
urbanization, globalization, and the cultural flux of emerging middle classes. Research by Anjali Prabhat
and others underscored how short fiction began to depict migrations—both internal (village to city)
and international (diaspora)—as central to the contemporary Indian experience, foregrounding
questions of belonging, displacement, and transnational identity. Critical studies on gender in Indo-
Anglian short fiction reveal an evolving engagement with feminist concerns. Works by writers such as
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Bharati Mukherjee, Jhumpa Lahiri, and K. S. Maniam have been examined for their interrogation of
female subjectivities, agency, and patriarchal structures. Feminist criticism (e.g., by Sangeeta Ray and
Rajeswari Sunder Rajan) situates these narratives within broader debates on gender and
postcoloniality, showing how short fiction contests traditional roles and opens space for alternative
voices.

In parallel, scholarship on caste and marginality, influenced by Dalit and subaltern studies,
investigates how contemporary short stories articulate experiences of exclusion and resistance. Critics
such as Asha Sarangi and G. N. Devy have pointed out that short fiction offers a potent vehicle for
marginalized voices, enabling narratives that resist homogenizing national discourses and challenge
sociopolitical hierarchies. The role of formal innovation in contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction has
also attracted scholarly attention. Critics note a departure from strict realism toward more
experimental narrative techniques, including fragmentary structures, multiple focalizations, and
metafictional devices. These formal shifts are analyzed as reflecting the fragmentation of modern
experience, temporal dislocations of memory, and the hybridization of cultural forms under
globalization. Comparative and thematic studies (e.g., by Sunil Khilnani, Meenakshi Singh, and others)
have highlighted how contemporary narratives negotiate tradition and modernity, often juxtaposing
rural pasts with urban presents, indigenous epistemologies with global influences, and collective
histories with personal memories. Research in this domain situates Indo-Anglian short fiction as both
reflective and constitutive of evolving Indian cultural sensibilities. Despite substantial critical
engagement with individual themes—identity, gender, diaspora, urbanity, marginality—few studies
have attempted comprehensive mapping of thematic transformations across the broader landscape of
contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction. There remains a gap in synthesizing how these diverse
thematic concerns intersect with formal innovation to constitute a distinctive narrative articulation of
modern Indian realities. This gap forms the basis for the present study, which aims to trace and analyze
the thematic and stylistic evolution of short fiction in relation to India’s sociocultural transformations in
the late 20th and early 21st centuries.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative research methodology to examine the thematic and formal
transformations in contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction. It combines textual analysis, comparative
study, and thematic interpretation to explore how modern Indian writers in English depict societal
changes, identity negotiations, and cultural hybridity through their narratives. The primary sources
consist of a carefully selected corpus of contemporary short stories by prominent Indo-Anglian writers,
including but not limited to Jhumpa Lahiri, Bharati Mukherjee, K. S. Maniam, Ruskin Bond, and Manohar
Malgonkar. The selection criteria are based on the thematic relevance of the stories to modern Indian
socio-cultural contexts, diversity of narrative techniques, and representation of issues such as
urbanization, globalization, gender, migration, and marginality. The study employs close reading to
analyze narrative elements, including plot structure, characterization, point of view, temporal
sequencing, and language use. This textual analysis is complemented by thematic coding, which
identifies recurring motifs, concerns, and conflicts that reflect contemporary Indian realities. Thematic
categories include identity and selfhood, diasporic experience, intergenerational conflict, gender
dynamics, urban-rural tensions, and cultural memory.

A comparative approach is also used to examine similarities and differences across writers,
highlighting how individual narrative strategies engage with common themes. Formal innovations, such
as fragmented storytelling, non-linear timelines, and multiple perspectives, are analyzed in relation to
the thematic content to understand how modern narrative techniques support the articulation of
complex social realities. Secondary sources, including scholarly articles, critical essays, and theoretical
works on postcolonial literature, Indian English literature, and short fiction theory, are consulted to
contextualize the analysis and support interpretations. The research methodology emphasizes
interpretive and critical engagement with texts, seeking to connect literary techniques with broader
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cultural and societal transformations. Through this qualitative and comparative methodology, the study
aims to illuminate the thematic richness and stylistic diversity of contemporary Indo-Anglian short
fiction, providing insights into the ways modern Indian writers narrate evolving cultural, social, and
individual experiences.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Contemporary India is characterized by rapid social, cultural, and economic transformations,
including urbanization, globalization, migration, and evolving gender and caste dynamics. These
changes have a profound impact on individual and collective identities, influencing the ways in which
people experience and interpret modern life. Literature, particularly short fiction in English, provides a
lens to examine these transformations, capturing the tensions, conflicts, and negotiations that shape
contemporary Indian society. While early Indo-Anglian short fiction largely focused on colonial and
postcolonial identity, rural life, and social realism, modern narratives increasingly reflect the
complexities of urbanization, diasporic experiences, gender politics, and cultural hybridity. Despite the
growing body of contemporary short fiction, there is a gap in comprehensive research that
systematically analyzes the thematic and formal transformations within this genre. Existing studies
often focus on isolated themes or individual authors, lacking an integrated view of how these narratives
collectively reflect and respond to modern Indian realities.

Furthermore, contemporary writers frequently employ experimental narrative techniques, such
as fragmented storytelling, multiple perspectives, and non-linear chronology, to represent the
multifaceted nature of modern experiences. There is a need to investigate how these formal innovations
intersect with thematic concerns to convey evolving social, cultural, and personal dynamics. Therefore,
the central problem addressed by this study is the lack of a holistic understanding of thematic and
stylistic transformations in contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction and how these narratives
articulate the complexities of modern India. The research seeks to bridge this gap by examining both
thematic evolution and narrative strategies to understand how short fiction serves as a medium for
reflecting and interpreting contemporary Indian society.

DISCUSSION

The analysis of contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction reveals a marked evolution in both
thematic focus and narrative form, reflecting the complex socio-cultural transformations of modern
India. One prominent thematic trend is the exploration of identity, particularly in relation to migration,
globalization, and urbanization. Stories frequently depict characters negotiating multiple cultural
spaces, grappling with diasporic consciousness, and confronting the tension between traditional values
and modern aspirations. This mirrors broader societal shifts, as mobility and global connectivity
reshape personal and collective identities. Gender dynamics have also emerged as a significant thematic
concern. Contemporary writers foreground the experiences of women negotiating societal constraints,
challenging patriarchal norms, and asserting agency in both domestic and public spheres. Similarly,
narratives engage with caste and marginality, offering critical perspectives on social hierarchies and
highlighting the voices of historically marginalized communities. These themes underscore the short
story’s role as a medium for social critique and cultural reflection. Urbanization and the changing
landscapes of modern India are another recurring motif. Stories often juxtapose rural and urban
settings, exploring tensions between heritage and modernity, nostalgia and progress. Writers employ
these contrasts to illuminate broader cultural and economic transformations, highlighting how
changing environments influence relationships, values, and social interactions.

Formal experimentation is closely linked to these thematic developments. Contemporary short
fiction frequently uses fragmented structures, multiple perspectives, and non-linear timelines to reflect
the complexity and multiplicity of modern experiences. Such narrative strategies enable writers to
represent internal psychological states, intergenerational conflicts, and the fluidity of memory and time.
The interplay of form and content demonstrates how stylistic innovation is not merely aesthetic but
also functional, enhancing the thematic depth of the stories. Comparative analysis across authors
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reveals both commonalities and divergences. While identity, migration, and gender remain central
concerns, individual writers approach these themes differently, reflecting personal, regional, and
cultural perspectives. Some employ subtle realism to explore social change, while others adopt
experimental or metafictional techniques to interrogate narrative authority and perception. Overall, the
discussion indicates that contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction functions as a mirror to the evolving
social, cultural, and personal landscapes of modern India. The integration of thematic richness with
formal experimentation allows writers to capture the nuances of modern life, negotiate tensions
between tradition and modernity, and articulate diverse voices and experiences within a rapidly
transforming society. This body of work demonstrates that the short story remains a vital and
adaptable medium for understanding and representing the complexities of contemporary Indian
realities.

CONCLUSION

The study of contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction reveals that the genre has undergone
significant thematic and formal transformations in response to the evolving socio-cultural landscape of
modern India. Themes such as identity, migration, globalization, urbanization, gender, caste, and
intergenerational conflict dominate contemporary narratives, reflecting the multifaceted experiences of
individuals and communities navigating a rapidly changing society. These stories illuminate the
tensions between tradition and modernity, local and global influences, and personal and collective
identities. Formal experimentation has emerged as a critical aspect of contemporary short fiction.
Writers employ non-linear timelines, fragmented structures, multiple perspectives, and metafictional
techniques to capture the complexity and fluidity of modern experiences. The interplay between
thematic content and narrative form enhances the expressive power of the short story, allowing it to
represent psychological depth, cultural hybridity, and societal transformations in nuanced ways.

The analysis demonstrates that contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction functions both as a
mirror of social change and a medium for critical reflection, giving voice to marginalized communities,
exploring gender and caste dynamics, and interrogating the effects of globalization and urbanization. By
blending thematic richness with formal innovation, these narratives contribute to the evolving literary
landscape of India, offering insights into the realities of contemporary life and the complexities of
modern Indian identity. In conclusion, contemporary Indo-Anglian short fiction exemplifies the
dynamic capacity of literature to engage with societal transformation, providing both aesthetic pleasure
and critical commentary. Its thematic and formal evolution underscores its relevance as a literary
medium for narrating the complexities of modern India, bridging personal experience with broader
cultural and social realities.
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