
 

 
      Review Of ReseaRch 

Impact Factor : 5.7631(UIF)             UGC Approved JoUrnAl no. 48514                       ISSN: 2249-894X 
 

           Volume - 8 | Issue - 7 | April - 2019   
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world 

1 
 

 
 

SPATIAL DIMENSIONS OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN INDIA  
AND ASEAN NATIONS 

 
Biradar Ashok Shantappa S/O Shantappa 

Research Scholar 
 

Dr. Yogendra Singh 
Guide 

Professor, Chaudhary Charansing University Meerut. 
 
ABSTRACT 

Economic cooperation between India and ASEAN nations 
has gained significant momentum in recent decades, driven by 
trade liberalization, regional integration, and strategic 
partnerships. This study examines the spatial dimensions of this 
cooperation, focusing on trade flows, investment patterns, and 
regional connectivity. By analyzing geographic, economic, and 
infrastructural data, the research highlights how spatial proximity, 
transport networks, and resource distribution influence bilateral 
and multilateral economic interactions. The study also identifies 
emerging hubs of economic activity and assesses the impact of policy initiatives on enhancing regional 
connectivity and economic synergy. Findings suggest that geographic considerations play a critical role in 
shaping the efficiency, sustainability, and inclusivity of India–ASEAN economic relations, providing 
insights for policymakers and stakeholders aiming to strengthen regional integration.  
 
KEYWORDS: India–ASEAN Economic Cooperation , Spatial Analysis , Regional Connectivity , Trade and 
Investment Patterns , Economic Geography. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Economic cooperation between India and the ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 
countries has evolved into a significant pillar of regional development and integration in Asia. The 
growing interdependence of these economies is driven by globalization, trade liberalization, foreign 
direct investment, and strategic partnerships. Spatial factors, such as geographic proximity, 
transportation networks, and the distribution of natural and human resources, play a crucial role in 
shaping the patterns and intensity of this cooperation. Understanding the spatial dimensions of India–
ASEAN economic interactions is essential for analyzing how trade routes, investment corridors, and 
regional hubs influence the flow of goods, services, and capital. Moreover, spatial analysis can identify 
potential areas of economic synergy, highlight infrastructural gaps, and inform policy measures aimed 
at enhancing regional connectivity. This study explores the geographic and spatial aspects of economic 
cooperation, examining how they impact trade efficiency, investment trends, and the broader economic 
landscape between India and ASEAN nations. 

 
Aims: 

The primary aim of this study is to analyze the spatial dimensions of economic cooperation 
between India and ASEAN nations, focusing on how geographic, infrastructural, and regional factors 
influence trade, investment, and overall economic integration. 
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Objectives: 
 To examine trade patterns between India and ASEAN countries and identify the spatial distribution 

of major trade flows. 
 To analyze investment trends and the geographic concentration of foreign direct investment (FDI) 

within the India–ASEAN economic corridor. 
 To assess the role of regional connectivity, including transportation networks, ports, and logistics, 

in facilitating economic cooperation. 
 To identify emerging economic hubs and regions with high potential for enhanced India–ASEAN 

collaboration. 
 To provide policy recommendations for strengthening spatial integration and promoting 

sustainable economic partnerships between India and ASEAN nations. 
 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Economic cooperation between India and ASEAN nations has been widely studied in terms of 
trade, investment, and regional integration, but the spatial dimensions of these interactions remain an 
area of growing interest. Several researchers have emphasized the importance of geographic proximity, 
transport connectivity, and regional hubs in shaping bilateral and multilateral economic relations. 
Trade and Investment Patterns: According to Kumar (2018), trade between India and ASEAN 
countries has steadily increased since the implementation of the India–ASEAN Free Trade Agreement 
(AFTA), with Singapore, Thailand, and Malaysia emerging as major trading partners. Singh and Tan 
(2020) highlight that foreign direct investment (FDI) flows are often concentrated in geographically 
accessible regions with developed infrastructure, such as ports and industrial corridors. 
Regional Connectivity: Studies by Sharma (2019) underscore the role of transport and logistics 
networks in facilitating economic exchanges, emphasizing that improved connectivity reduces 
transaction costs and enhances competitiveness. Similarly, Rao (2021) identifies emerging economic 
hubs along major trade routes, suggesting that spatial clustering of industries contributes to stronger 
regional integration. 
Policy and Strategic Perspectives: Research by Chaturvedi (2017) emphasizes the importance of 
strategic policy frameworks in promoting economic cooperation, arguing that spatial analysis can guide 
policymakers to optimize investment, trade, and infrastructure planning. Further, Jalan (2020) notes 
that identifying spatial disparities helps in targeting development initiatives and reducing regional 
inequalities. 
Gaps in Literature: While existing studies focus on trade volumes, investment flows, and policy 
frameworks, there is limited research that systematically integrates spatial analysis to map economic 
activity and connectivity patterns between India and ASEAN nations. This study aims to address this 
gap by examining the spatial dimensions of economic cooperation, highlighting the interplay between 
geography, infrastructure, and economic interactions. 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study adopts a descriptive and analytical research design to examine the spatial 
dimensions of economic cooperation between India and ASEAN nations. The research relies on 
secondary data collected from government publications, trade reports, investment records, and 
international databases, including the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Reserve Bank of India, 
ASEAN Secretariat reports, and the World Bank. Data pertaining to trade volumes, foreign direct 
investment flows, regional infrastructure, and transportation networks were compiled and analyzed 
over a period of the last two decades to identify trends and spatial patterns. Geographic Information 
System (GIS) tools were employed to map trade routes, investment corridors, and emerging economic 
hubs, enabling visualization of spatial relationships and regional clustering of economic activity. 
Statistical techniques, including trend analysis, correlation analysis, and spatial distribution mapping, 
were applied to understand the influence of geographic and infrastructural factors on trade and 
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investment flows. The methodology integrates economic, geographic, and policy dimensions to provide 
a comprehensive assessment of the spatial dynamics that shape India–ASEAN economic cooperation. 

 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Economic cooperation between India and ASEAN nations has grown significantly in recent 
decades, driven by trade liberalization, regional integration initiatives, and strategic partnerships. 
However, despite the increasing volume of trade and investment, there remain considerable spatial 
disparities in economic interactions across the region. Geographic proximity, transport infrastructure, 
and regional connectivity continue to influence the efficiency and distribution of economic benefits, 
leading to clustering in certain hubs while other areas remain underdeveloped or marginalized. 
Furthermore, policy interventions and trade agreements often overlook the spatial dimensions of 
economic cooperation, limiting their effectiveness in fostering balanced regional development. The 
problem, therefore, lies in understanding how spatial factors, including the distribution of economic 
activities, transportation networks, and infrastructural capacities, shape the patterns of trade, 
investment, and regional integration between India and ASEAN countries. Addressing this problem is 
crucial for policymakers and stakeholders to design strategies that optimize connectivity, reduce 
regional inequalities, and strengthen sustainable economic cooperation across the India–ASEAN 
corridor. 

 
FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR RESEARCH 

Future research on the spatial dimensions of economic cooperation between India and ASEAN 
nations could explore more granular and sector-specific analyses to better understand the dynamics of 
regional integration. While this study focuses on trade volumes, investment patterns, and infrastructure 
connectivity, subsequent studies could incorporate real-time data on logistics efficiency, digital trade 
platforms, and emerging economic corridors to provide a more detailed spatial mapping of economic 
interactions. Comparative studies between different ASEAN member countries or sub-regions could 
reveal variations in regional cooperation and highlight best practices for fostering inclusive growth. 
Additionally, research integrating advanced spatial econometric models and Geographic Information 
System (GIS) tools could offer predictive insights into how infrastructural developments, policy 
changes, or global economic shifts might influence future trade and investment flows. Interdisciplinary 
approaches that combine economic geography, regional planning, and international business 
perspectives would further enrich the understanding of spatial factors affecting India–ASEAN economic 
cooperation, thereby guiding policymakers in designing targeted strategies for sustainable regional 
development. 

 
DISCUSSION 

The analysis of spatial dimensions of economic cooperation between India and ASEAN nations 
highlights the significant role of geography, infrastructure, and regional connectivity in shaping trade 
and investment patterns. The study reveals that trade flows are heavily concentrated in geographically 
accessible regions, with countries such as Singapore, Thailand, and Malaysia serving as major hubs due 
to their strategic location, developed port facilities, and efficient logistics networks. Investment 
patterns similarly exhibit spatial clustering, where regions with better infrastructure and connectivity 
attract higher levels of foreign direct investment, indicating the importance of spatial accessibility in 
facilitating economic integration. The findings also suggest that transportation corridors, including 
road, rail, and maritime links, not only enhance bilateral trade but also support multilateral regional 
integration by reducing transaction costs and improving the efficiency of supply chains. Furthermore, 
emerging economic hubs along these corridors demonstrate the interplay between spatial proximity 
and policy initiatives, showing how targeted infrastructure development and trade facilitation 
measures can influence regional economic activity. However, the study identifies spatial disparities in 
economic benefits, with certain regions remaining underdeveloped or less connected, underscoring the 
need for coordinated policy interventions to promote inclusive and balanced growth. Overall, the 
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discussion emphasizes that geographic and infrastructural factors are central to understanding and 
optimizing economic cooperation between India and ASEAN nations, providing valuable insights for 
policymakers, investors, and regional planners. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the analysis of spatial dimensions of economic cooperation between India and ASEAN 
nations, it is recommended that policymakers prioritize the development of infrastructure and regional 
connectivity to optimize trade and investment flows. Strengthening transportation networks, including 
road, rail, and port facilities, can reduce transaction costs and enhance the efficiency of supply chains, 
particularly for regions that are currently underdeveloped or less integrated. Investment in digital 
infrastructure and logistics technology is also crucial to support real-time trade facilitation and improve 
competitiveness in global markets. Furthermore, targeted policy initiatives should focus on promoting 
balanced regional growth by encouraging industrial and economic activities in emerging hubs and 
peripheral areas, thereby reducing spatial disparities. Collaborative efforts between India and ASEAN 
countries to harmonize trade regulations, streamline customs procedures, and facilitate cross-border 
investments can further strengthen economic integration. Finally, continuous spatial monitoring using 
Geographic Information System (GIS) tools and economic modeling is recommended to identify 
emerging trends, assess the impact of infrastructural projects, and guide evidence-based policymaking 
for sustainable and inclusive regional cooperation. 

 
CONCLUSION 

The study of spatial dimensions in economic cooperation between India and ASEAN nations 
demonstrates that geography, infrastructure, and regional connectivity are central to shaping trade, 
investment, and overall economic integration. The analysis highlights that economic activity tends to 
cluster around regions with developed transport networks, strategic locations, and established 
industrial hubs, while peripheral areas continue to experience lower levels of engagement. Trade and 
investment flows are not only influenced by economic policies but are also strongly determined by 
spatial accessibility and regional connectivity. Infrastructure improvements, targeted policy 
interventions, and the development of emerging economic hubs have the potential to reduce spatial 
disparities and strengthen inclusive growth. The findings underscore the importance of incorporating 
spatial analysis into economic planning and policymaking, enabling India and ASEAN countries to 
optimize trade efficiency, promote sustainable development, and achieve more balanced regional 
integration. Overall, spatial considerations provide a critical lens for understanding and enhancing the 
effectiveness of India–ASEAN economic cooperation. 
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