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abstraCt:-
 Euthanasia is one of the debatable issues in the world since long. Euthanasia 
generally means to perform a deliberate action with explicit intention of ending the life of 
a person, without any selfish motive and purely out of empathy and compassion, who is 
suffering in an incurable disease and living a meaningless life. The debates over euthanasia 
primarily develop around the world regarding the question of whether it should get legal 
status. India is no exception of it. Since the verdict of Supreme Court of India on 7 March, 
2011 in the case of A.R.Shanbaug Versus Union of India, where the Apex court allow passive 
euthanasia in rarest of rare cases sitting strict legal and medical guidelines, the debates over 
euthanasia get prominence in Indian society. Laws are made for the wellbeing of people. 
And for that before taking any decision to the question of legislating euthanasia in the 
country, it is essential to know the sentiment of common people in the society regarding the 
issue. Aiming to get an impulse of common people regarding the subject under discussion 
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a survey has been made among common people in various districts of West Bengal. It is 
found in the survey that a large percentage of younger generation and people belong to 
the lower income group are in favour of legislating euthanasia, whereas majority of aged 
persons and affluent ones have reservations on this issue.
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methodology of the survey

a. Data-collection: The data has been collected from common people belonging to various 
stratums of the society living in various parts of the state of West Bengal, wherever visits
were made.

b. sample size: Interaction had been made with 500 common people categorizing into for 
different age groups of 18-40, 41-60, 61-80 and above 80 irrespective of their profession 
and literacy standard.

c. research tool: A set of questioner prepared both in Bengali and English for common 
people.

d. Mode of Interaction: Interface discussions were held with people belonging to different 
strata of society with the objective of sensitizing them about mercy- killing or euthanasia.
Usually in the beginning, for sake of easy and effective interaction, we used to explain what 
euthanasia generally stands for. After that the various issues of euthanasia, its national and 
international status, its relevance and its socio-legal-moral perplexities used to explain. 
After that explanation, a questionnaire consisting of various questions relating to socio-
moral issues of euthanasia, place before them in order to get a feedback on the matter in 
concern.
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